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NATE YOUNG 
b. 1981, born in Phoenixville, PA, Lives and works in Chicago, IL 

 

 
Education 

 
2009 MFA, California Institute of the Arts, Valencia, CA 

 Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture, Skowhegan, ME 

2004 B.A Visual Arts Education, Northwestern College, Saint Paul, MN 

 

 

Selected Solo Exhibitions 

 
2025 …well, Nemeth Art Center, Park Rapids, MN 

 

2022 (un)time, moniquemeloche, Chicago, IL 

 

2020 (re)collection, De Pree Art Gallery, Hope College, Holland, MI 

 A Tale of Today: Nate Young and Mika Horibuchi, The Driehaus Museum, Chicago, IL 

 The Transcendence of Time, moniquemeloche, Chicago, IL 

 

2019 “…WELL!”, Julius Caesar, Chicago, IL 

 

2018 Nate Young, moniquemeloche, Chicago, IL 

 

2017 Cleromancy, moniquemeloche, Chicago, IL 

 (re)collection, Visual Arts Center of Richmond, Richmond, VA 

 

2016 Stations, Luce Gallery, Turin, Italy 

 Partoftheprocess7_Imitatio Christine’s II, Galleria Zero, Milan, Italy 

 

2015 The Unseen Evidence of Things Substantiated, The Fabric Workshop and Museum, PA 

 But not yet: in the spirit of linguistics, moniquemeloche, Chicago, IL 

 

2014 Rehearsals, Bethel University, Arden Hills, MN 

 Tony Lewis, Nate Young, Room East, New York, NY 

 

2013 Joy, The Suburban, Oak Park, IL 

 

2012 How to Make a Slave/How to Make a God, FLuxx Gallery, Des Moines, IA 
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2011 Postracializationalism, The XYandZ, Minneapolis, NM 

 

2009 The Wrath of the Math, Lime Gallery, Valencia, CA 

 

2008 Drawing on the Process of Ingestion and Regurgitation, Main Gallery, Valencia, CA 

 

 

Selected Group Exhibitions 

 
2026 Chisel & Razor, Act I: The Artistic Legacies of Edmonia & Samuel Lewis, Tinworks, Bozeman, MT 

 (forthcoming) 

Life Imitates Art, Anthony Gallery, Chicago, IL; curated by Hank Willis Thomas 

 

2025 25!, moniquemeloche, Chicago, IL  

 

2024 The Death and Untimes of Jackson and CASUAL T, Anthony Gallery, Chicago, IL 

a,tria, Sonnenschein Galleries at Lake Forest College, Lake Forest, IL 

The Mask of Prosperity, UIC Gallery 400, Chicago, IL 

Charismatic Goods, CANADA, NY, New York 

 

2023 Dialogues, Patron Gallery, Chicago, IL 

Life Cycles, DePaul Art Museum, Chicago, IL  

 Like Magic, Mass MoCA, North Adams, MA  

 

2022 moniquemeloche presents…, Lubeznik Center for the Arts, Michigan City, IN 

 Outriders: Legacy of the Black Cowboy, Harwood Museum of Art, Taos, NM 

 

2021 Otherwise/Revival, The Bridge Projects, Los Angeles, CA 

 The Long Dream, Museum of Contemporary Arts, Chicago, IL 

 

2020 Grammers of Creation, Moskowitz Bayse, Los Angeles, CA 

 

2019 In the Absence of Light: Gesture, Humor, and Resistance in the Black Aesthetic, Chicago, IL 

 

2018 FRONT International: Cleveland Triennial of Contemporary Art, Cleveland Institute of Art, OH; 

curated by Michelle Grabner 

 Vitrine, Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, MI 

Black Blooded, New Gallery of Modern Art, Charlotte, NC 

 

2017 The Darryl Atwell Collection of African American Art, The Harvey Gantt Center, Charlotte, NC 

 The Presidential Library Project: Black Presidential Imaginary, Hyde Park Art Center, Chicago, IL 

 Four Saints in Three Acts, DePaul Art Museum, DePaul University, Chicago, IL 

 

2016 Viewpoints, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Francisco, CA 

 Chicago Invites Chicago, Galerie Lelong, New York, NY 

 Galleria Zero, Milan, Italy 

Who We Are Now: Selections from the Dr. Robert Feldman Collection of Contemporary Art, FL 

 

2014 Retreat, Richard Gray Gallery, Chicago, IL; curated by Theaster Gates 

 Jerome Fellows Exhibition, Mpls. College of Art and Design, Minneapolis, MN 

 Double Plus Good, Tuck Under Projects, Minneapolis, MN 
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2013 The Soap Factory, Minneapolis, MN 

 Works on Paper, Burnett Gallery, Minneapolis, MN 

 

2012 Fore, Studio Museum in Harlem, New York, NY 

 Go Tell it on the Mountain, California African American Museum, Los Angeles, CA 

 The Word and Image, Drake University, Des Moines, IA 

 Authenticity, Untitled Projects, Los Angeles, CA 

 The Critics Show, Hopkins Art Center, Hopkins, MN 

 

2011 Monster Drawing Rally, Midway Contemporary Art, Minneapolis, MN 

 Anthology, PS1 MoMA, New York, NY 

 

2010 The Smell of God, Obsidian Arts, Minneapolis, MN 

 The Road to Hell is Paved, La Cienega Projects, Los Angeles, CA 

 

2009 Goo, Denler Gallery, St. Paul, MN 

 Study of Gratification and Restraint NO. 2 (video screening), Redact, Los Angeles, CA 

 Why Theory, Spring Arts Tower, Los Angeles, CA 

 

2008 Mid Res, D301, Valencia, CA 

 Changing Ties, Gallery 50, Los Angeles, CA 

 

2007 ONE Show, Evening Side Gallery, Val Verde, CA 

 

 

Grants & Fellowships 

 
2020 The Shifting Foundation Grant, Salt Lake City, UT 

 

2014 The Jerome Foundation, Minneapolis, MN 

 

2010 Bush Fellowship, Minneapolis, MN 

 

 

Awards and Residencies 

 
2021 The Joyce Foundation Artadia Award, Chicago, IL 

  

2017 Residency, Visual Arts Center of Richmond, Richmond, VA 

 

2015 Residency, The Fabric Workshop and Museum, Saint Paul, MN 

 

2014 Knights Art Challenge, Knight Foundation, Saint Paul, MN 

 

2011 Cultural Community Collaboration, Minnesota State Arts Board, Minneapolis, MN 

 

 

Teaching 
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2016-present Assistant Professor, Department of Art, School of Art & Art History at the University of  

Illinois at Chicago, IL 

 

 

Curatorial Projects 

 
2012 Founder and Curator, The Bindery Projects, Saint Paul, MN 

 

 

Lectures 
 

2024 a,tria, Exhibition Walkthrough with the Artists, Lake Forest College 

 

2023 Q&A, The Images in Our Mind: Assembling a Timeline of Influences, in Conversation with 

Nyeema Morgan, Virtual 

 

2022 Driven: ‘Outriders’ Artist Panel, Harwood Museum of Art, NM 

 

2014 Visiting Artist Lecturer, Minneapolis College of Art and Design, MN 

 Visiting Artist Lecturer, Bethel University, Arden Hills, MN 

 Live Work Create Artist Panel, University of Minnesota, MN 

 

2013 Visiting Artist Lecturer, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 

 

2012 Visiting Artist Lecturer, Drake University, Des Moines, IA 
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