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LUKE AGADA 
b. 1992, Lagos, Nigeria. Lives and works in Chicago, IL 

 
 
Education 
 
2023 MFA, Painting and Drawing, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
2018 Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine, Federal University of Agriculture, Ogun State, Abeokuta, 

Nigeria 
 
 
Selected Exhibitions 
 
2025 To Translate is to Move Across, moniquemeloche, Chicago, IL (forthcoming) 

Back To the Earth, Roberts Projects, Los Angeles, CA 
Ever So Present II: Between Home and Elsewhere, Gagosian at Park & 75, New York, NY 
Master Class: Inside the Last American Museum School with SAIC Painting Alumni, SECRIST 

 BEACH, Chicago, IL 
25!, moniquemeloche, Chicago, IL  
 

2024 Between Two Suns, Roberts Projects, Los Angeles, CA 
Shared Vision: Portraits from The CCH Pounder-Koné Collection, African American Museum in 
Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA 
Newcity Breakout Artists Group Exhibition, Chicago Artist Coalition, Chicago, IL 
In the Know, Show, Green Family Art Foundation, Dallas, TX 
 

2023 Polireality, Hive Center for Contemporary Art, Beijing, CN 
Arms, Feet and Fitful Dreams, moniquemeloche, Chicago, IL 
Where the Wild Roses Grow, Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery, Schloss Görne, Berlin, GE  
 

2021 Unusual Suspects, African Artists’ Foundation, Lagos, NI 
 
2020 Collective Reflections: A Contemporary African and Diasporic Expressions of a New Vanguard, 

Gallery 1957, Accra, Ghana 
 
2017 Lagos for All, Lagos, NI 
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Grants & Fellowships 
 
2023 James Nelson Raymond Fellowship Award, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 Teaching Fellowship, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 SAIC Fall Residency Fellowship, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 Dean’s Grant, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 
2020 Global Warming International Art Prize, Art Impact International, New York, NY 
 
 
Awards and Residencies 
 
2024 Breakout Artist 2024, Newcity Art, Chicago, IL 
 
2023 Artist in Residence, The Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art, North Adams, MA 
 
2022 Helen Frankenthaler Award, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 
 Janet and Russell Doubleday Award, The Art Students League of New York, New York, NY  
 
2021 George and Ann Siegel Award, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 Raise Our Voices, The Voice Residency, Voice HQ 
 
 
Podcasts 
 
2024 Episode 199: In Conversation with Luke Agada, Cerebral Women with Phyllis Hollis  
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