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ARVIE SMITH 

b. 1958, Lives and works in Portland, OR 
 

Education 
1992 MFA, Hoffberger School of Painting, Maryland Institute College of Art; Studio Assistant to Grace 

Hartigan, Baltimore MD 
1985 BFA, Paciic Northwest College of Art, Portland, OR 
1984-84 Studio Art Centers International, Florence, Italy; Bisonte International School of Printmaking, 

Florence, Italy 
 
Selected Solo Exhibitions 
2022 Call and Response, moniquemeloche, Chicago, IL 
2021 Arvie Smith: Scarecrow, Hallie Ford Museum, Salem, OR; Curated by John Olbrantz 
2020 Jordan Schnitzer Museum, Portland State University 
2019 2 Up and 2 Back, Disjecta Contemporary Art Center, Portland OR; Curated by Lisa Tesner; 

Funding by Ford Family Foundation 
2017 Apex: Arvie Smith, Portland Art Museum, Portland, OR; Curated by Bonnie Laing-Malcomson 
2015 Tight Rope, Mark Woolley Gallery, Portland, OR 
2014 Gallery 114, Portland, OR 
2011 Hope Mural Project, Donald E Long Detention, Portland, OR 
2009 Beppu Wiarda Gallery, Portland, OR 
2008 At Freedom’s Door, PNCA, Portland, OR 
 Reed College, Kaul Auditorium, Portland, OR 
2006 Beppu Wiarda Gallery, Portland, OR 
2004 Alysia Duckler, Portland, OR 
2002 Alysia Duckler, Portland, OR 
2000 Alysia Duckler, Portland, OR 
1999  Sylvia Schmidt Gallery, New Orleans, LA 
1996-99 Quaratersaw Galley, Portland, OR (annual exhibits) 
1995 University of Oregan, Evelyn Kraus Gallery, Eugene, OR 
1994 Wentz Gallery, Pacific Northwest College of Art, Portland, OR 
 Temple University Gallery, Philadelphia, PA; curated by Grace Hartigan 
 Blackfish Gallery, Portland, OR 
1993 School 33 Art Center, Baltimore, MD 
1992 55 Mercer; curated by Grace Hartigan, New York, NY 
1989-90 Blackfish Gallery, Portland, OR 
1989 Brockman Gallery, Los Angeles, CA 
 Interstate Firehouse Cultural Center, Portland, OR 
1988 Fremont Fine Arts Gallery, Seattle, WA 
 
Selected Group Exhibitions 
2020 Noir Renaissance: A Celebration of Mastery, UTA, Los Angeles, CA 
2019 A Reclamation of Beauty, Power, and Narrative, Galerie Myrtis, Baltimore, MD 
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Selected Group Exhibitions (cont.) 
2018 Reclaiming Racist Stereotypes, Reginald F Lewis Museum, Baltimore, MD 
2017 Constructing Identity, Petrucci Family Foundation Collection of African American Art, Portland 

Art Museum, Portland, OR 
 Borders, Reed Arts Week, Reed College, Portland, OR 
 Galerie Myrtis, Baltimore, MD 
2016 The Soul of Black Art, Upfor Gallery, Portland OR; curated by John Goodwin 
2015 The Image of the Black, Galerie Myrtis, Baltimore, MD 
2014 Emergence 2014: International Artists to Watch, Galerie Myrtis, Baltimore, MD 
 Art Beat Alumni Exhibition, Oregon Public Broadcasting, Portland, OR 
2013 Highlights of the Lewis Museum, Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport, Baltimore, 

MD 
2012 Race: “Are We So Different”, Oregon Museum of Science and Industry, Portland, OR; curated 

by Victor Maldanado 
2010 Walls of Heritage Walls of Pride African American Mural Exhibit, Oregon Public Broadcasting, 

Portland, OR 
2007 At Freedom’s Door, Maryland Historical Society Museum, Baltimore, MD; curated by George 

Ciscle 
1996 A Fifteen Year Survey of Baltimore Art, Artscape, Baltimore, MD 
1995 Oregon Biennial, Portland Museum of Art, Portland, OR 
 Northwest Vision, The American University of Rome, Rome Italy 
 Gli Amici di SACI, Florence, Italy 
1993 Variations of Vision, Howard County Center for the Arts, Ellicott, MD 
 Fire Baltimore Artists, Maryland Art Place, Baltimore, MD 
 Figure as Subject, University of Maryland, Baltimore, MD 
 Works on Paper, Rockville Art Center, Baltimore, MD 
 Juried Exhibition, School 33, Baltimore, MD 
1992 Mixing it Up: Art Reacts to Society, School 33 Art Center, Baltimore, MD; curated by Leslie King-

Hammond 
 
Awards & Honors  
2022 Hallie Ford Fellow in the Visual Arts 2022, The Ford Family Foundation 
2018 PhD., Art D, Honoris Causa, Pacific Northwest College of Art 
2017 Oregon Governor Award for the Arts 
 Culture of Caring Award, Cascadia Behavioral Health, Portland, OR 
 Portland Art Museum for Governors Award for State of Oregon 
2015 Outstanding Performance Outside the Professional Award, Oregon Education Association 
 
Lectures 
2019 NCORE, Panelist, Confronting OR’s History of Racial Exclusion and its Modern-day Legacy 
2018 Commencement Address, Pacific Northwest College of Art, Portland, OR 
2017 Portland Art Museum Lecturer, Almost Good Hair 
 Constructing Identity Series 
 Portland Art Museum, APEX Gallery Talks 
 Portland Art Museum, Panel & Gallery talk, Constructing Identity 
 Portland Art Museum, APEX Gallery Talks 
2016 Portland Art Museum, APEX Gallery Talks 
 Portland Art Museum, Docent Orientation Lecture, How Racism Impacts the Arts 
 Panelist, Cascade Campus, Portland Community College, Portland, OR 
2015 Maryland Institute College of Art, Baltimore, MD 
2013 Portland Art Museum, Portland, MD 
2012 Oregon Arts Summit, Speaker, Portland, OR 
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Lectures (cont.) 
2010 Cascade Campus, Portland Community College, Portland, OR 
2009 Regional Arts and Culture Council Mural Commission, Juvenile Justice Center, Portland, OR 
2008 Columbia George Community College, Hood River, OR 
 Pacific Northwest College of Art, Lecture, Portland, OR 
 Reed College, Portland, OR 
2007 Lecturer, Sylvania and Cascade Campuses, Portland, OR 
1999 Pacific Northwest College of Art, Portland, OR 
1994 Visiting Artist Lecture and Workshop Series, University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 
1993 Pacific Northwest College of Art, Speaking of Art, Portland, OR 
 Hugh O’Brian Youth Foundation, Panelist, Baltimore Museum, Baltimore, MD 
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Public Collections 
City of Portland, Portable Works Collection, OR 
City of Tualatin, Police Station, OR 
Donald E Long Juvenile Detention, Portland, OR 
Hallie Ford Museum, Willamette University, Salem, OR 
Interstate Firehouse Cultural Center, Portland, OR 
Jordan Schnitzer Family Foundation, Portland, OR 
Legacy Hospital, Portland, OR 
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Self Enhancement Incorporated, Portland, OR 
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