5/16/23,4:20 PM In Recognition: Ebony G. Patterson's Multifaceted Practice Taps Beauty of Botanical World to Start Conversations About Visibility, Violence, and Survival - Culture Type

‘Welcome to Culture Type® ABOUT
— An essential resource focused on visual art from a Black DONATE
I perspective, Culture Type explores the intersection of art,
mIMM|I\ history, and culture CT ON BOOKSHOP
1 oM
|

BOOKS & CATALOGS MAGAZINES EXHIBITIONS AUCTIONS BEST ART BOOKS YEAR IN BLACK ART NEWS CULTURE TALKS

CONNECT

In Recognition: Ebony G. Patterson’s

Multifaceted Practice Taps Beauty of A ]»]t]o]
Botanical World to Start Conversations About

Visibility, Violence, and Survival CULTURE TYPE IN YOUR INBOX

by VICTORIA L. VALENTINE on May 16, 2023 « 11:58 am No Comments

Sign up to receive new posts via email
Enter Email Address
Lollalc

) G

Artist Ebony G. Patterson. | Photo by Frank Ishaman

SPONSORED
ATTENDING ART SCHOOL in Jamaica, Ebony G. Patterson made a “classically inclined” painting that she didn’t
love. Her undergraduate professor recognized that she was struggling and asked her why she was pursuing the
medium in that style. “Ebony, is this really what you want to do?” he asked. “This is torture.” She knew he was right
and agreed it was indeed torture. After he was gone, the artist said to herself, “| don’t want to do this” anymore.

Patterson shifted gears and hasn’t looked back. Studying in the United States, she earned an MFA in printing and
drawing from Washington University in St. Louis, Mo. (2006). In the nearly two decades since, she has steadily
built a highly regarded, multidisciplinary practice grounded in botanical beauty and substantive social issues. Now
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her “paintings” are three-dimensional, mixed-media collage works and her garden installations are complex spaces
carpeted in flora, fauna, and brilliant color.

Her work has been showcased in numerous solo exhibitions at an international slate of galleries and museums,
including Hales Gallery in New York; Monique Meloche Gallery in Chicago; Museum of the African Diaspora in San
Francisco; Institute of Contemporary Art, San Jose; Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis; Kunsthal Aarhus in
Denmark; Pérez Art Museum Miami in Florida; Speed Art Museum in Louisville, Ky.; and Nasher Museum of Art at
Duke University in Durham, N.C.
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[3:52 minutes] Ebony G. Patterson received the 2023 David C. Driskell Prize. She is the 18th recipient of the
award, which recognizes “field-defining contributions to African American art.” | Video by High Museum of Art

On April 28, Patterson received the 2023 David C. Driskell Prize. The High Museum of Art in Atlanta, announced Apr 30, 2023
the distinguished prize and in a statement said Patterson was being recognized “for her multilayered works in a
variety of media that contrast beautiful, lush imagery, color and texture with darker underlying themes addressing

societal and political injustices.
SUPPORT CULTURE TYPE

The statement continued: “Her complex compositions, which at first may appear celebratory, draw the viewer in to
discover deeper truths relating to race-based class issues, social division and political violence. These
interrogations explore the legacies inherent in postcolonial spaces, often memorializing and honoring the lives of

those who have been deemed socially invisible or ‘unvisible.” Do you enjoy and value Culture Type? Please

consider supporting its ongoing production by
making a donation. Culture Type is an
o . . independent editorial project that requires
Ebony G. Patterson’s “complex compositions, which at first may appear countless hours and expense to research,
celebratory, draw the viewer in to discover deeper truths relating to race- report, write, and produce. To help sustain it,

based class issues, social division and political violence.” make a one-time donation or sign up for a
recurring monthly contribution. It only takes a

minute. Many Thanks for Your Support.

Patterson joins an impressive group of artists, curators, and scholars celebrated for their “field-defining Donate
contributions to African American art.” Previous recipients of the $50,000 Driskell Prize include Huey Copeland,
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Amy Sherald, Naima Keith, Mark Bradford, Rashid Johnson, Valerie Cassel Oliver, and Kellie Jones. Patterson
was honored in Atlanta at the High Museum’s 18th annual Driskell Prize Gala.

In a video produced to accompany the prize, Patterson talked about how she found her artistic footing and left the
“torture” behind.

“As much as there is all of this weight in the conversations that | am having when making the work, for me, there
are even greater acts of pleasure. It is the joy in doing, in making, in discovering. That’s the place that | sit when
I’m making,” the artist said. “I find that the trappings of beauty that I’'m employing in the work become the moment
to lure the person in—if they spend a little bit more time in the looking, that the work begins to reveal itself in
complicated ways.”

“As much as there is all of this weight in the conversations that I am having
when making the work, for me, there are even greater acts of pleasure. It is
the joy in doing, in making, in discovering. That’s the place that I sit when
I'm making.” — Ebony G. Patterson

[31 seconds] Ebony G. Patterson introduces her forthcoming exhibition at the New York Botanical Garden: “A lot of
my work is around visibility and invisibility. How do | get people to look beneath the landscape?” | Video by NYBG
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Patterson divides her time between Kingston, Jamaica, where she was born, and Chicago, lll. Last year, she was
named co-artistic director (with Miranda Lash) of Prospect.6, the New Orleans biennial that will be staged over
three months beginning in November 2024. She is the first artist ever selected for the role.

On May 27, “Ebony Patterson: ...things come to thrive...in the shedding...in the molting...” opens at the New York
Botanical Garden. The exhibition will feature new sculptures, horticultural installations, and interventions with live
plants. The site-specific works, “breathtaking and provocative displays of art and nature” are the result of a years-
long engagement with the garden.

Patterson has conquered another milestone at the unique 250-acre venue—a National Historic Landmark and the
largest garden in any U.S. city. The New York Botanical Garden described her as the “first artist to embed within

he institution f i i i " CT
the institution for an immersive residency.” C LOU STOVALL’S STUDIO ASSIST S

SHARE FOND MEMORIES OF WORKING

WITH THE MASTER PRINTER: ‘WE LOST
Forthcoming, “Ebony Patterson: ...things come to thrive...in the shedding...in the molting...” is on view at ONE OF THE BEST SILKSCREEN ARTISTS
New York Botanical Garden in Bronx, N.Y., from May 27-Sept. 17, 2023. The artist will be in conversation at IN THE WORLD’

the garden on May 25 with Thelma Golden, director and chief curator of the Studio Museum in Harlem

FIND MORE about Ebony G. Patterson on her website

FIND MORE Patterson presented a site-specific installation at the Studio Museum in 2016
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[5:23 minutes] Last year, Ebony G. Patterson presented “...to kiss a flower goodbye...” at Hales Gallery in New
York. She discussed her practice and the solo exhibition featuring new works —large-scale embellished tapestries
and mixed media paper collages. | Video by Hales Gallery

BOOKSHELF

“Ebony G. Patterson: ...while the dew is still on the roses...” (2018-2020) accompanied a traveling museum
exhibition organized by Pérez Art Museum Miami in Florida. Described as “the most significant presentation of the
artist’s work to dates,” the show made stops at Speed Art Museum in Louisville, Ky., and Nasher Museum of Art at
Duke University in Durham, N.C. “Coffee, Rhum, Sugar & Gold: A Postcolonial Paradox” documents a group
traveling exhibition that opened at the Museum of the African Diaspora in San Francisco (2020) featuring 10 CULTURE TYPE: THE 18 BEST BLACK
Caribbean contemporary artists, including Ebony G. Patterson. ART BOOKS OF 2022

SUPPORT CULTURE TYPE

Do you enjoy and value Culture Type? Please consider supporting its ongoing production by making a
donation. Culture Type is an independent editorial project that requires countless hours and expense to
research, report, write, and produce. To help sustain it, make a one-time donation or sign up for a recurring
monthly contribution. It only takes a minute. Many Thanks for Your Support.

https://www.culturetype.com/2023/05/16/in-recognition-ebony-g-pattersons-multifaceted-practice-taps-beauty-of-botanical-world-to-start-conversations-about-visibility-violence-and-survival/ 6/10



5/16/23,4:20 PM In Recognition: Ebony G. Patterson's Multifaceted Practice Taps Beauty of Botanical World to Start Conversations About Visibility, Violence, and Survival - Culture Type

I Donate I =
EN -

LOlalC : el O : - 1\]“[ A\LENE
l s THOMAS

Just Above
Midtown

Tags: David C. Driskell Prize, Ebony G. Patterson, New York Botanical Garden

[PHenryTayior BSside

Previous post
Latest News in Black Art: David Hammons

Documentary Debuted in New York, MICA
Commencement Speakers, Alteronce Gumby Film
About Color, Black Lunch Table & More

ON THE RISE: 27 MUSEUM CURATORS
AND ARTS LEADERS WHO TOOK ON
NEW APPOINTMENTS IN SECOND HALF
OF 2022

What do you think?
- FROM THE ARCHIVES: GEORGIA
O’KEEFFE MADE 5 PORTRAITS OF
Name required Email required Website BEAUFORD DELANEY, 115 FOR SALE AT

CHRISTIE’S

https://www.culturetype.com/2023/05/16/in-recognition-ebony-g-pattersons-multifaceted-practice-taps-beauty-of-botanical-world-to-start-conversations-about-visibility-violence-and-survival/ 7/10



5/16/23, 4:20 PM In Recognition: Ebony G. Patterson's Multifaceted Practice Taps Beauty of Botanical World to Start Conversations About Visibility, Violence, and Survival - Culture Type

CULTURE TALK: CURATOR KANITRA
FLETCHER ON THE EXHIBITION AFRO-
ATLANTIC HISTORIES: IT’S ABOUT
‘HOW THE AFRICAN DIASPORA
COMPRISES ALL THESE VOICES AND
LIVES AND EXPERIENCES

FROM THE ARCHIVES: DAVID DRISKELL
DISCUSSES MAJOR AARON DOUGLAS
PAINTING ACQUIRED BY THE MET

https://www.culturetype.com/2023/05/16/in-recognition-ebony-g-pattersons-multifaceted-practice-taps-beauty-of-botanical-world-to-start-conversations-about-visibility-violence-and-survival/ 8/10



5/16/23, 4:20 PM In Recognition: Ebony G. Patterson's Multifaceted Practice Taps Beauty of Botanical World to Start Conversations About Visibility, Violence, and Survival - Culture Type

10 CHILDREN’S BOOKS TELL UPLIFTING
STORIES ABOUT THE LIVES AND WORK
OF BLACK ARTISTS INCLUDING TYREE
GUYTON, FRANK BOWLING, LAURA
WHEELER WARING, AND ERNIE
BARNES

FANCY pypry GOWS ", i

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY: TITUS
KAPHAR AND KEN GONZALES-DAY
EXPLORE ‘UNSEEN’ NARRATIVES IN
HISTORIC PORTRAITURE

https://www.culturetype.com/2023/05/16/in-recognition-ebony-g-pattersons-multifaceted-practice-taps-beauty-of-botanical-world-to-start-conversations-about-visibility-violence-and-survival/ 9/10



5/16/23, 4:20 PM In Recognition: Ebony G. Patterson's Multifaceted Practice Taps Beauty of Botanical World to Start Conversations About Visibility, Violence, and Survival - Culture Type

ARCHIVES

‘Select Month v

Culture Type® participates in the Amazon Services LLC Associates Program, an affiliate program designed to help sites earn modest commissions by linking to amazon.com.
When you make any purchase from Amazon, and the many independent vendors, small businesses, and booksellers that partner with Amazon, via a link from this site,
Culture Type receives a minute percentage of its price. The program helps offset a small portion of the countless hours and expense required to research, report, write and
produce Culture Type's content.

Culture Type® is also an affiliate of Bookshop.org, whose mission is to financially support local, independent bookstores. Culture Type earns a nominal commission when you
access Bookshop via a link on this website and/or make a purchase from one of Culture Type's book lists on Bookshop.

© 2013-2023 Culture Type, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Culture Type® is a registered trademark of Culture Type, LLC., and is registered with the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office

https://www.culturetype.com/2023/05/16/in-recognition-ebony-g-pattersons-multifaceted-practice-taps-beauty-of-botanical-world-to-start-conversations-about-visibility-violence-and-survival/ 10/10



