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moniquemeloche is pleased to announce the gallery's debut solo exhibition with Antonius Bui
—The Detour is To Be Where We Are. Bui will present a new series of intensively hand-cut paper
portraits, a visualization of hybrid identities and histories, told through an intersectional queer AAPI
lens.

Each portrait presents an intimate reflection on the kinship shared within the queer AAPI
community, found through moments of radical mundaneness. Rather than concentrate on
notions of assimilation within a oppressive Western rubric, The Detour is To Be Where We
Are explores arenewed sense of identification no longer concerned with adapting to constrictive
binaries. Their subjects include friends, colleagues, family (both chosen and biological), all
captured in moments of love and embrace, unapologetic displays of community that have been
previously absent from mainstream stereotypical depictions of Asian dynamics.

Their rigorous paper-cutting process is exceptionally meditative; each sheet of paper is carefully
and intuitively crafted to embody an archive of memories and oral histories. The reductive
process deconstructs the tfraditional white canvas in order to both metaphorically and physically
carve out space for narratives which are so often omitted from whitewashed histories. While the
strafified linework evokes a porous and flexible form, weaving through lines throughout the figures
themselves as well as the organic environments in which they're grounded. The use of paper
considers both the archival documentation used to reconcile formerly lost AAPI narratives, while
also drawing from the importance across Vietnamese culture. Allusions to the spiritual significance
of Joss paper, an incense paper used both to imitate value and as a form of blessings, position
each work almost as an offering to honor queer communities, Bui's subjects in particular. In
contrast, the importance of archival photographs as essential tools for reconstruction of
misrepresented and forgoften refugee histories, likens Bui to one of many intergenerational
architects, reclaiming authority over how their story is told.

Bui utilizes the transformational properties of their medium to excavate a narrative that no longer
places tfrauma and displacement at the forefront. Rather, each delicately woven work inhabits
the body in a way that honors a reinvigorated sense of identification while echoing a fluid notion
of interdependence and community.

Antonius Bui (b. 1992, Bronx, NY) is a queer, gender-nonbinary, Vietnamese American artfist. They
are the child of Paul and Van Bui, two Viethamese refugees who sacrificed everything to
provide a future for their four kids and extended family. Born and raised in Bronx, NY, Antonius
eventually moved to Houston before pursuing a BFA at the Maryland Institute College of Art
(MIC/A). Since graduating in 2016, Antonius has received fellowships from the Vermont Studio
Center, Kala Art Institute, Tulsa Artists Fellowship, Halcyon Arts Lab, Houston Center for
Contemporary Craft, Yaddo, Anderson Center at Tower View, The Growlery, and Fine Arts Work
Center. Antonius has exhibited at various institutional, private, public, and underground venues,
including the Vietham Veterans Memorial, Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery, IA&A at Hillyer,
Lawndale Art Center, Pennsylvania College of Art & Design, Artscape, Satellite Art Fair Austin,
Blaffer Art Museum, Laband Art Gallery, and Smithsonian Arts & Industries Building.



